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“Mamas, don’t let your babies grow up to
be...Texas WaterHogs!” Here’s a new twist on an old
song...and a serious challenge to parents to help their
kids establish good water usage ‘habits’ while they’re
still young.

The Adventures in Hog Holler coloring/
activity book combines entertainment with
education...and contains important information
about how to use water wisely at home and in the
yard and garden. Young readers are encouraged to
join the Hog Holler Junior Rangers in helping to
‘round up’ Texas WaterHogs and to discourage their
wasteful habits by providing positive information
about how to use water wisely.

The story is about a small Texas town. Like
many communities, the citizens of Hog Holler had
begun to take precious water resources for granted.
Ranger Joe and his Deputies find lots of examples of
water being wasted and go in search of WaterHogs.

The book -- written and illustrated by two
young Lone Star College students Alex Roszko (left,
below) and Leah Swindle (right, below) -- is the
cornerstone of a new water conservation education
program for kids of all ages. The WaterHog’s very
own website (www. TexasWaterHog.com) provides
details on the program components.
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Using the WaterHog materials can be as simple
as having youngsters enjoy the coloring/activity book
in class or on their own. The online materials include
a conservation slide presentation, Junior Ranger
certificates, and instructions for completing a home
water use audit. Also on the site are some puzzles,
coloring pages, and activities that can be downloaded
for even more fun!

Here’s some exciting news -- a new music
video -- The Ballad of Hog Holler -- is now on
YouTube. The toe-tapping, original song is performed
by a group of talented local musicians, and was filmed
at a ranch just south of Conroe. A link to the video
-- and all the materials and activities available on the
Texas WaterHog’s very own website -- is now on the
Charterwood’s website: www.charterwoodmud.com. é
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Protect Water Quality with a Backflow Prevention Device

If you have a swimming
pool and/or an irrigation system
for your yard, you should have a
backflow prevention device -- like
the one to the right -- nearby.
Most people probably have no
idea what the pipes and valves are
for, and unless they were told dur-
ing the installation of the pool or
sprinklers, they wouldn’t know that
this equipment plays a critical role
in protecting your home’s potable
water system from contamination.

Backflow may occur in the
event of either backsiphonage or
backpressure. Backsiphonage can
happen when the pressure in the
distribution system drops, drawing
water from the consumer’s plumb-
ing back into it. Pressure drops
might occur in the event of a line
break, or high water demand such
as fighting a fire nearby. Backpres-
sure can cause backflow when a
potable water system is connected
to another system that operates at a
higher pressure...such as an irriga-
tion system.

Water distribution systems
are designed to have the water
flow from the water treatment plant
to the consumer, but whenever a
cross-connection in a plumbing sys-
tem takes place (when the potable
water supply is connected to a non-
potable source) contamination can

occur if not protected. If a plumbing
system is modified, there is potential
to create cross-connections.

So, what’s the danger? First
of all, your yard and landscaped
areas are full of potentially nasty
things that you don’t want in your
drinking water....like pesticides,
fertilizers and animal waste. If your
pool or irrigation systems are not
properly installed and protected
with these devices, your system is
vulnerable to backflow. Most of the
time, the pressure in the system will
keep the water from flowing back-
wards, but as mentioned earlier, a
sudden pressure drop caused by
a firetruck, or if the lines are shut
down to repair a broken pipe, can
trigger a backflow situation in sur-
rounding neighborhoods.

Still not convinced? Here’s

an experiment you can do yourself.
Turn off the water valve leading to
your house. Next, turn on a faucet
in the kitchen or downstairs bath-
room. Then go to a higher level in
the house and turn on another fau-
cet. You will hear air being sucked
into the higher faucet. You just
created backflow in your plumb-
ing system. Not too difficult to do,
right?

Backflow prevention devices
protect all of us from the possibility
of contaminents entering our
drinking water system. If you have
not had yours inspected for proper
operation, you may wish to call
a liscened irrigator to inspect it to
confirm that it is working properly.
Safety in our drinking water system
is an important responsibility that
we all share. &



